		
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



	
	DOING
DENSITY
BETTER


An alliance of NSW community groups & part of the Better Planning Network  |  doingdensitybetter.org
MEDIA RELEASE                                                                 For immediate release — 9 August 2026
Doing Density Better welcomes the Coalition’s move to offer an alternative to the one-size-fits-all housing mandate
Alliance says sustainable housing supply depends on planning with local communities, not imposing uniform controls on them.
SYDNEY — Doing Density Better (DDB), an alliance of more than 25 community action groups across NSW, has welcomed this week’s announcement by NSW Liberal and Nationals leader Kellie Sloane of a proposed alternative pathway to the Minns Government’s Low and Mid-Rise Housing (LMR) reforms, describing it as an overdue recognition that a single statewide template cannot deliver well-planned housing in every community.
“Communities are not rejecting more housing,” spokesperson Jacqui Brosnan said. “They are asking for planning that recognises local conditions, infrastructure capacity and the value of meaningful consultation. What the Government planning reforms have produced instead is widespread spot-rezoning that councils and professional planners deride as bad planning. Ms Sloane’s proposal recognises that flexibility and community voice are essential to delivering well-planned, sustainable housing.”
The alliance noted that in many suburbs, existing incentives have led to proposals for high-rise luxury apartments in premium locations, while more affordable housing stock is being demolished. “This pattern shows why local strategic planning matters,” Ms Brosnan said. “Communities want growth that delivers real, permanent affordable housing — not development that prices out the very people these policies are meant to support.”
DDB emphasised that giving councils and communities a genuine voice will help ensure housing is delivered in a way that aligns with infrastructure capacity, including transport, schools, health services, open space and utilities, while responding to local conditions. It will also help address the cumulative planning pressures many communities are facing. “We welcome reform that strengthens transparency, community involvement and responsible planning,” Ms Brosnan said. “We look forward to working constructively with MPs, councils and stakeholders on solutions that deliver density done well, real affordable housing, and infrastructure first.”
“You cannot address a housing crisis with a policy that sidelines the councils and communities who actually understand where growth can be absorbed.”
DDB is calling on all parties to use the run-up to the 2027 state election to commit to a genuinely place-based housing strategy — one that lets density follow infrastructure, evidence and local strategic planning, rather than imposing a blanket statewide rule.
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